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 MASS SCHEDULE 

Sunday, January 3rd   

9:00 a.m. (Live Stream) + Charles & Ethel Giricz 
req. Paul & Anna Bernatsky 

+ Aminta Lopez de Arauz req. Marietta Godoy 

Readings: Is 60.1-6 / Eph 3.2-3a, 5-6 / Mt 2.1-12 

  

 Tuesday, January 5th                                       

11:30 a.m. (Live Stream) + Gilbert & Julieta Dias 

req. da Costa family 

Readings: 1 Jn 4.7-10 / Mk 6.34-44 
  

Thursday, January 7th                                      

11:30 a.m. (Live Stream) + Roland Gasparski 

req. Clare Dark 

Readings: 1 Jn 4.19 - 5.4 / Lk 4.14-22a 
 

Sunday, January 10th  

9:00 a.m. (Live Stream) Our Lady of the       

Assumption req. Mr. & Mrs. Rona 

+ Francisco & Jasmin Bince req. family 

Readings:  Is 42.1-4, 6-7 / Acts 10.34-38 /             

Mt 3.13-17 

Today’s Solemnity continues the celebration of the                       
astonishing mystery of God’s manifestation to the 
very ends of the earth.  The visitors from the east 
symbolize the extent of God’s salvation as it unfolds 
for peoples of every land.  As they offer gifts, as 
would be fitting a king, they announce to the world 
that an astonishing event has taken place; all peoples 
will know the glory of God. 



Reflecting on the Readings and Gospel 

        Masks are required at Mass 

 

The anonymous disciple of Isaiah wrote just after the exile, when the prophet spoke to the 

shrinking hope of those who had returned to the desolate land.  To them he proclaimed a 

lyrical vision of Jerusalem’s future splendor.  The opulence pictured is less striking than 

who it is that bears it: It is a long column of Gentiles lined up to do homage in Jerusalem.  

The image reflects God’s glory and recalls Isaiah’s prophecy that many nations will one 

day stream to Mount Zion to learn God’s ways (Isaiah 2:1-4). 

   Casual readers of Matthew’s Gospel might focus on the exotic visitors from the east, or 

on Herod’s anger against them.  But in Matthew’s account of the Gospel the appearance of  

the Magi represents an almost liturgical introduction of the Gentiles into the court of the 

Messiah-King.  This is the message of today’s three readings as well as the Responsorial 

Psalm. 

    It is difficult to overstate the complexity and importance of the question that faced the 

first generation of Christians, virtually all of whom were Jews.  Must Gentiles become 

Jews in order to become Christians? A strong conservative group on one side said yes, 

this was the way of salvation revealed to Moses.  A more liberal group said no, Jesus     

offered salvation freely to everyone who responded to him, even to Gentiles. 

   Matthew seems to represent a middle group that insists on the integrity of Torah and 

includes the Gentiles by the mercy of God.   In his Gospel, on the one hand, Jesus insists 

that “not the smallest letter or the smallest part of a letter will pass from the law, until all 

things have taken place” (5:18).  But on the other hand, “many will come from the east 

and the west, and will recline with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob at the banquet in the          

kingdom of heaven, but the children of the kingdom will be driven out into the outer  

darkness” (8:11-12).  
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